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lear Sheelagh,

My apologies for not having written before this but I think
y"ou i.no*"we have been busy-altering the offlees and. then
trying to get the various ines and recordings d.one. Ittfying tO get the VafiOUs ma_gazlnes ano recorol-rlgs qurrsr rru

frab teen a-real case Of ttruSh., rushn rushfi but now at last t
I am hopirrg to get rqy mail up to d-ate.

Flrst of all let me say that we are buqy on a reprint of
"fh; patmos Storyrt whibh hopefully, will be ready shortly.
Meanwhile, we have noted your ord.er and, will gee.yop get a

";pt. 
- tfren, I hope you hb.ve had. our letter about the next

Seilinar and. that you-wi11 be able to be here. Al-so that
itr:-ngs-*111 work but for you wlth regard. to getting a iob
d.own here. will look forward to hearing from you further
about all this.
Now to your question on Baptism. There'appears to be qultg
a wj.de variefy of interpretations for the Sreek word- tbaptizor
and each otte Lccording to their ovrn particular d.enomlnational
per".,t*ion. [his is the first poi?t vrhlch creates eonfusion
as to the true rneaning of the i'qord. Fron a personal point of
view J must say that I have searched. the Scriptures as to
the formula foi ttre mod.ern concept of total lmmersion and" can
fina ttotftit g except a mass of trad.ition based. on manr s
r""iyui". T find-that rnen teach that eonplete- jmmersion is

"ee"l""ry because of sln and then rising t-o a-life s91ritua11y.
This is "inconpatible wlth the baptism of the lord-. He was

"n"ofrrt*iy-"iirfe"" - wherefore wis it then necessalTr for l{in
to be Lnn-ersed. symbolising Hi-s death in sin? fhat He was
U"pti*ear 

-totte ;itl Oeny 6ut I would. challenge anyone to set
oui the iormula by vrhieL this was done - it 1s not given in
the Scripture.

You will note ln Matt . 7 tl.7- that John spoke of his ni:ristry
of water baptisn as a nshadowy thinglt antieipali+g the Coning
;i it;-r,ora-vlrro wJ"ra baptise"with dtre ttoty Spirit-. This in
itself must surety give iise to much serious thought. Another
iact whieh must do the same is the Scrlptural record of the
t"pti"*u which did taEe plaee with watei. look-at-Acts 2t4L
i"h note that in one dayl 3,000 souls were baptised.. Novr

*fr""e were they? They ivere in Jenrsalem where the apostles
frra-ito"ited ihb ouipoirrine of the Holy Spirit. Where was the
nJpti***l tank or sifficient water to irnrnerse so prod'igious a

,/ nurrbgr .......
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Rumber of people in one d"ay? It is not reeord.ed and one is
tenpted. to ask vrhY not?

I feel that the baptism of those people was aecord"ing to the
O.-'Il-U"pti** whicir was sprinklin$, f-or Moses ind-eed sprinkled
the wholb Israel nation ai one tim; when he ded.ieated. them to
the T,ord.rs Service. You wil]. note that the blood sf the
sacrifiee was always sprinkled on the altar - it was never
inroersea in 1t -;b; l*.9r8;9:10;2426;29t2o. I,ev' 1:5;1:11;
3 r?i 3 z8; 7 t2; 7 tl{; 8 r i-9 etc.

lVhat ls rea1ly the purpose of this insistence on total i:mrnersion?
Is it not an "outwarh show of an inward. conviction?

living quite near to us are a eouple-ryhg were j-nmersed' and' great
ad.vocltds of thj-s form of baptism. If the frults of their
UJptis*- i* ""y--i"Ogel 

ttte outward. show was the most flagrant
hviocrisv "rr*i" 

" I-arn of the opinion that you caru:Lot -hid"e any-
;iifi-ii".,*-Sod - not even your'personal conviction of sin and

repe[tance. God looks at itre heart and not the actions of men -
;;a tnanfc God U* Ao"u. The quiet faet of a manrs conversion is
known to God. and, the truth of tris eonversi-on is evid.enced- in his

"o"iJ"*ity 
to tfte W:.ff of God and not in gny man-mad.e trad'ition

whieh is ratirer--p[arisaieal in aspeet - that they may be seen of
men.

There is of course more to all this but when you come d"ovrn we

And.i""lrss it further - or Ir11 be filling page after page'

All the best then, Sheelagh, and" hoping to see you soo13. Our
best vri-shes to X{Ion and Dad too.

With kind regard.s t

Yours s erely t

FfNI'AYt
1 Seeretary.

VIGFIJS.


